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Ladies and Gentlemen and all protocol observed 

 

It is my pleasure and honor to welcome you to this side 

event in which we share experiences on economic 

empowerment of women. One of Uganda’s key aspirations 

is achieve gender equality and empowerment of women for 

socio economic transformation. 

 

Uganda is a party to the Convention on the Elimination of 

All forms of discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) 

and committed to the Implementation of the Beijing 

Platform of Action.  

 

Our legal and policy framework is aligned to these 

commitments. For instance, our Constitution guarantees 

equality between men and women and mandates the State 

to protect the rights of Women including economic rights. 

The Uganda Vision 2040 emphasizes reduction of gender 

inequality as a prerequisite for accelerating and sustaining 

social economic transformation.  

 



To implement this vision Uganda adopted a planning cycle 

of 5 year National Development Plans. The theme of the 

current National Development is “Strengthening Uganda’s 

Competitiveness for Sustainable Wealth Creation, 

Employment and Inclusive Growth”. One of the key goals 

to promote women’s economic empowerment through 

entrepreneurship skills, provision of incentives and 

enhancing their participation in decision making at all 

levels. 

 

As a result of the conducive national and legal framework, 

Uganda has made progress toward gender equality 

particularly in the areas of political participation and 

enrolment of girls at primary education level. 

 

However, when we did evaluation on the Beijing Platform 

for Action in 2014, one of the areas that hindered women’s 

empowerment was access to economic resources. 

Consequently HE the President of the Republic of Uganda 

in 2015 announced that Government would implement the 

Uganda Women Entrepreneurship to provide affordable 

credit to women particularly those who are left out of the 



other economic ventures such as micro finance schemes 

and formal banks. 

 

This Programme has been in place since 2016 and we are 

therefore here to share our experiences in implementing 

this Programme. 

 

I would like to thank all of you for turning up and look 

forward to constructive contributions so that we enrich this 

Programme for the benefit of rural women in Uganda. 

 

FOR GOD AND MY COUNTRY 

 


